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“I can’t believe how 
lucky our town is to 
have a festival of this 
calibre, it’s amazing”
Feedback from 2014 

“A unique experience”
Feedback from 2014

Well, can you Adam and Eve it, we are five! This program is 
choc full of treasures – and features some of my favourites 
– Charlotte’s Web and Monkey, to name just two!

Our regular rocking residents from Castlemaine Library  
join us again for a storytime with cattitude, and we welcome  
for the first time award-winning author, teacher, editor and 
lawyer Alice Pung.

Saturday will be dedicated to stories, and is bursting at the 
seams with tales, magic, music, origami and workshops  
for kids, run by kids. It really is a day not to be missed.

And just for the grown-ups, we have a ‘Writing for Children’ 
workshop with the fabulous Hazel Edwards. 

I also want to say big thanks to our funders and sponsors: 
FOCAL, who have supported us from the beginning, Mount 
Alexander Shire Council, Maldon & District Community  
Bank, Cantwell Property Castlemaine, Cobs Popcorn and  
Lisa Chesters MP. We love your dedication to the local 
community, arts and children and for that, we salute you!

For more information about our wonderful presenters  
and further details about all the workshops visit us at  
www.literaturefestival.com.au

Finally, come on down; write, read, laugh, draw, act, partake, 
make, perform and eat cake!

Lisa D’Onofrio
Festival Director

The Castlemaine Children’s Literature Festival is being held on the traditional land of the Jaara Jaara people.  
We acknowledge them as traditional owners and pay our respects to their elders, past and present.



BuDA
HISTORIC
HOME & GARDEN
Buda House admission 

will be at the special 
price of $9.00 per 
family, for all those 

attending the festival. 

FOCAL’s
Fabulous Famous

Book Sale
Good books for cheap!

Saturday
at Buda

10.00am–4.00pm

BOOKING
Places are limited so please book early!
Booking is essential for sessions noted as ‘booking required’ 
in the program.

All bookings are through: www.literaturefestival.com.au
unless otherwise specifi ed.

Outside events will run whatever the weather – dress appropriately!

Prices do not include the booking fee of 30 cents per ticket.

Please arrive 10 minutes before your workshop is due to start.

Note: adult accompaniment is necessary for some workshops and 
we require parents to stay on the premises if their child is six or under.

VENuES
Buda  Historic Home & Garden – The Garden Room
42 Hunter Street, Castlemaine

Other venues

Castlemaine Library – 212 Barker Street (entrance Mechanics Lane)

Phee Broadway Foyer – 212 Barker Street (enter Mechanics Lane)

Phee Broadway Theatre – 212 Barker Street (enter Mechanics Lane)

Anglican Church Hall – Castlemaine Word Mine, 8 Mostyn Street

Maryborough Library – cnr Alma and Nolan Streets, Maryborough

Maldon Neighbourhood Centre – cnr Church and Edwards Sts, Maldon

Newstead Community Library – (Rural Transaction Centre) 
45 Lyons Street, Newstead

Antares Iron Art Garden – corner of Brandt Street and Punt Road, 
(off the Newstead–Daylesford Road, C285)

INFORMATION
Email info@literaturefestival.com.au

Web www.literaturefestival.com.au

Find us on Facebook and Twitter

Find us on
Facebook

SNACKS & 
DR I N KS
Tea, coffee and snacks 
available in the Garden 

Room at Buda 

Friday at Buda
10.00am–2.00pm
Saturday at Buda
10.00am–3.00pm



Book Dominoes
The highlight of this year’s festival launch will be our Book Domino 
Chain. Yes – books set up like dominoes to knock each other over!

If you think you can predict how many books will be in our amazing, 
enthralling (and all other words ending in ‘ing’) Book Dominoes 
display, then get yourself quick smart to Castlemaine Library, where 
you can have a go at guessing.

Excitingly, you will also get to go into a draw to win the honour of 
being the very special person who gets to start the whole marvellous 
book domino chain reaction she-bang, as well as a Stonemans Book 
Room Voucher.

Flying Bookworm Theatre Company 
Sunday 20th September

We are very excited to be presenting performances by the 
Flying Bookworm Theatre Company to the families of the 
men in Loddon and Middleton Prisons.

The Flying Bookworm Theatre Company has over 
thirty years’ experience in presenting theatre to tens 
of thousands of children across Victoria. Their mission 
is to ‘motivate reading through theatre’ and they do this 
in an enlivening, entertaining and engaging way! 

The Castlemaine Children’s Literature Festival believes in literature 
for all, and giving everyone the opportunity to share in enriching 
and enjoyable experiences.

Festival Launch – Monday September 21
All Welcome

An invitation to all to help us celebrate the fi fth (yes fi fth!) 
Castlemaine Children’s Literature Festival – 10.30am in the 
Phee Broadway Foyer on Day 1 – Monday September 21.

Gasp at the wonder of our super-duper Book Dominoes, listen 
politely to a couple of incredibly entertaining speeches, raise 
a metaphorical toast to the CCLF and then eat some scrummy 
cake, made by the talented Chantal Pratt of Tal’s Treats.

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

All Welcome 10.30am Free No Booking Phee Broadway Foyer

We are very excited to be presenting performances by the 
Flying Bookworm Theatre Company to the families of the 

of thousands of children across Victoria. Their mission 
is to ‘motivate reading through theatre’ and they do this 

The Castlemaine Children’s Literature Festival believes in literature 
for all, and giving everyone the opportunity to share in enriching 



We’re Going on a Bear Hunt and Other Stories
Flying Bookworm Theatre Company
Enjoy the classic and clever stories of Bear Hunt, The Three Little 
Pigs and The Giant Turnip, in these interactive, warm and funny 
performances. Come prepared to participate!

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

3–9 years 11.00am–12.00pm Free Required* Maryborough 
Library

* Email marees@cgoldshire.vic.gov.au or phone 5461 1950 or in person at the library

Marly and Me
Alice Pung
Writer and lawyer Alice Pung was born a month after her Chinese 
parents fl ed from Cambodia to Australia as asylum seekers. 
Her recent offering the Marly series explores life as a refugee kid. 
Alice will talk about her writing and answer questions. Afterwards 
books will be available for purchase, and signing by Alice.

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

8+ years 12.00pm–1.00pm $15.00 per 
person

Required at 
TryBooking

Phee Broadway 
Theatre

Books for Kids – Please Give a Book

We will be collecting children’s books at this event to give to 
asylum seeker and refugee children. Please bring a new book to 
donate (for a child aged 0–14) and help us say Welcome! 
In association with the Castlemaine Branch of Rural Australians 
for Refugees.

Mulga Bill’s Bicycle and Other Stories
Flying Bookworm Theatre Company
Three interactive fun and fulsome plays, where the audience are the 
stars of the show. Get in on the action with Mulga Bill and his bicycle, 
have a chuckle with the monkeys in Caps for Sale and meet the 
not-so-scary troll in the Three Billy Goats Gruff.

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

3–9 years 2.00pm–3.00pm $15.00 per 
person

Required at 
TryBooking

Phee Broadway 
Theatre

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt and Other Stories

Enjoy the classic and clever stories of Bear Hunt, The Three Little 

Venue

Maryborough 
Library

* Email marees@cgoldshire.vic.gov.au or phone 5461 1950 or in person at the library



The Duck and the Darklings 
Glenda Millard

‘The Duck and the Darklings’ by Glenda Millard is a triumphant story 
for children and adults, about the coming of hope in dark days, the 
warmth of friendship and the splendour of a new dawn. Join Glenda 
as she brings her book to life followed by a morning tea of ‘crumbs of 
tenderness and crusts of love’. Make your own candle hat to light your 
way and uncover Glenda’s writing secrets from her Glory Bag. 

Glenda Millard was 45 before she accidentally became a writer. She 
is the author of many acclaimed novels and picture books, including 
Lightning Jack. The Duck and the Darklings has been shortlisted for the 
Children’s Book Council of Australia Picture Book of the Year award.

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

7–11 years 10.00am–12.00pm $12.00
per child*

Required at 
TryBooking

Maldon 
Neighbourhood 

Centre

* Accompanying adults free and welcome   

Lost Thing/Found Thing
Roger McKindley and Alice Steel

Like becoming part of a Shaun Tan story, you will visit a world of many 
lost things, found again then re-imagined into fabulous creatures and 
magical temples of rust and chain, metal, wood, bone and stone. 
Together we will create a fantastical assemblage, inspired by art forms 
in nature and the beauty of patterns. Once completed, our playful 
makings will be left for the weather to add its fi nal touches.

Inspired by nature, Roger McKindley fi nds beauty in discarded 
objects sited creatively to form unique and entrancing patterns
with mystery and sense of play!

Alice Steel: artist, scientist and imagination trainer and totally 
rad human being! She has spent much of her life working with 
children to encourage their natural creativity and passion 
for discovery.

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

5–13 years 1.00pm–4.00pm $12.00
per child* 

Required at 
TryBooking

Antares Iron Art 
Garden

* Accompanying adults free and welcome  



Ella Kazoo and Kamishibai Crabs
Lee Fox

Have a fun time with some rhyme and the fabulous Ella Kazoo, and 
then watch in wonder as 10 Little Hermit Crabs is transformed into 
an engaging Kamishibai storytelling theatre performance. Along with 
props, songs and interactive audience participation, Lee Fox will create 
a unique storytelling experience for young children and families. 

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

3–6 years 10.00am–11.00am $12.00
per child*

Required at 
TryBooking

Newstead Rural 
Transaction 

Centre

* Accompanying adults required and attend free   

Monkey Mayhem 
Kate Stones

Enter the magical, mysterious, explosive and anarchic world of 
Monkey! Explore the ancient multicultural story of Monkey and his 
companions, Pigsy, Sandy and the monk Tripitaka. Discover the 
80s cult Japanese TV show that made Monkey forever funky. In this 
workshop led by artist/educator Kate Stones, you will explore ancient 
narratives spanning China and India and write some new ones of our 
own! In the words of the Great Sage “Monkey is IRREPRESSIBLE!”

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

8–12 years 10.30am–12.00pm Free Required* Phee Broadway Foyer

* Bookings via Goldfi elds Library website www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au or phone 5472 1458

Some Pig! 
Castlemaine Library

Listen to the opening chapters of the much loved classic Charlotte’s 
Web by EB White, then settle down on a comfy cushion to watch the 
movie. Meet Wilbur the Radiant Pig, Fern, the little girl who loved him, 
Charlotte the wise, wonderful Spider and Templeton the Rat, who really 
likes to eat – a lot! Includes delicious free Cobs Popcorn. “Terrifi c!”

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

4–12 years 1.30pm–3.30pm Free Required* Phee Broadway Foyer

* Bookings via Goldfi elds Library website www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au or phone 5472 1458

Have a fun time with some rhyme and the fabulous Ella Kazoo, and 
 is transformed into 

an engaging Kamishibai storytelling theatre performance. Along with 



Nature Print
Ann Ferguson

This workshop is inspired by the incredible micro world of ‘Leaf 
Litter’ as written and illustrated by local author Rachel Tonkin. Look 
and look again at the delicate designs in the natural world as you 
imprint local plant materials into a soft terracotta tile. Create some of 
the creatures that inhabit our soil and you have started a fascinating 
discovery into the biodiversity at your feet!

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

3–5 years 9.15am–10.00am $15.00  
per child*

Required at 
TryBooking

Buda

* Accompanying adults required and attend free

Strange Garden
Eliza-Jane Gilchrist

Strange Garden is a project that explores and creates patterns and 
shapes through drawing and building sculpture out of cardboard.  
The workshop begins with a story, and an introduction to the ideas 
and techniques involved in creating a collaborative installation. 
Participants will venture outside to find patterns and then form 3D 
organic shapes. These will be added to a large cardboard ‘garden’ 
growing out of the space at Buda. 

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

6–12 years 11.00am–1.00pm $15.00  
per child*

Required at 
TryBooking

Buda

* Accompanying adults free and welcome

Writing with Light: Illuminated Manuscripts
Nivedita Chaitanya

Discover the first books made in the Dark Ages by monks from 
500 to 900 AD, these astonishing handwritten books were illuminated 
with fantastic masterpieces of design, rich colours, spirals, knots and 
strange animal motifs. Learn how to paint and decorate these Celtic 
designs and reproduce the same magic!

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

9–12 years 2.00pm–4.00pm $15.00  
per child

Required at 
TryBooking

Buda



Castlemaine Poetry Prize
Come on down to hear the young champions of the Castlemaine 
Poetry Prize read aloud their winning poems. This popular competition 
has been organised by the Castlemaine Mail and will be judged by  
award-winning local poets Ann de Hugard and Tegan Gigante.

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

All ages 10.00am–10.30am Free No Booking Buda

Who let the dogs (and cats) out?
Jess Saunders – Castlemaine Library
Join in with songs, stories, finger plays and rhymes with our resident 
storytime al fresco, from the pawsome Castlemaine Library. Get your 
ears and tails on (or your cat’s pyjamas) and raise the ruff.

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

0–5 years 10.45am–11.30am Free No Booking Buda

Habitat Stories
Friends of the Box-Ironbark Forests
The Friends of the Box-Ironbark Forests bring you stories and  
songs about bush habitats and animals, followed by a bush walk  
and craft activity.

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

4–8 years 1.00pm–4.00pm $5.00 or 
Free*

Booking required at: 
www.fobif.org.au

Buda

* Free for Friends of the Box-Ironbark Forests members 

Dark Maldon  
Maldon Neigbourhood Centre
What’s that Scooby? There’s something spooky going on in Maldon? 
Hark back to Maldon’s dark past on this twilight tour of the Maldon 
CBD, ‘Yikes!’ The walk will start and end at The Wheel and Loom  
(or is that Doom?!), 34–36 Main St, Maldon.

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

All ages 5.30pm–6.30pm $12.00 
per child*

Required at 
TryBooking

Maldon 
34–36 Main St

* Adults required and attend free – This walk will run what ever the weather!
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Story Saturday
A day of storytelling and activities for children 
at the beautiful Buda Historic Home and Garden.

We couldn’t agree more with Doris, so this day holds a Scheherazade 
shed load of stories – to share, to listen to, to create and to tell. 
There will be folk stories from around the world to 
enjoy, told by the talented Allis Hamilton. 

You will be invited to join Simsalabim and his 
magic fl ying carpet with fairy tales, magic, folk 
music, accordions, fi ddles, recorders, whistles, 
the nyckelharpa and the Hunky Dory Puppets.

Be intrigued by traditional tales told in a 
highly interactive way by the Moth Fairy (aka the highly 
experienced Suzanne Sandow) who will also be doing 
her unique and beautiful brand of face painting.

Miss Hera See (the awesome Samantha Bews – part 
woman, part tiger, all wonderful) will welcome very 

small but very brave tikes to listen to her reimagining of 
some of the golden tales in classic literature. 

The art of storytelling opens up children’s minds to 
a world of endless possibilities. The art of origami 
has the exact same effect. Combining the two 
art forms, local origami artist, inspirational 

Victoria Hammond brings the magical 
world within a traditional Japanese folk 

story to life through the exciting creative 
art of origami. 

Want to share your own story? Well you can – meet 
Rocky the Reading Dog, and his owner, the author 

Susan Day. Choose a story to read to Rocky from our 
collection, or make one up yourself – whatever you do; 

Rocky would pawsitively love to hear you!

And if this wasn’t enough there will be workshops for kids by kids, 
Focal’s Book Sale plus surprises from the Castlemaine Toy Library!

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

All ages 10.00am–4.00pm $15.00 per 
person

Required with 
TryBooking

Buda

This event is made possible by the customers 
of the Maldon & District Community Bank

“Humanity’s legacy 
of stories and 
storytelling is 
the most precious 
we have.” 

Doris Lessing



Castlemaine Library 
212 Barker Street (entrance Mechanics Lane) 
Phone 03 5472 1458  |  www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au FOCAL

Friends of Castlemaine Library
Friends of Castlemaine Library (FOCAL) support social 
connection and early literacy programs in the shire with 
Read-a-long Dads/Mums in prison, Books for Babies  
and the Castlemaine Children’s Literature Festival. 

Join or donate at the Castlemaine Library or a  
FOCAL book sale – $5.00 individuals or $8.00 for families.

Writing for Children 
Presented in partnership with Writers Victoria  
and Castlemaine Word Mine

Traverse a broad spectrum of writing for children, from picture books 
and scripts to fiction and non-fiction for the child in your own family, 
as well as writing for the commercial market. Look at characterisation, 
workshopping, titles and the business aspects of pitching your story 
(plus have some fun). 

Hazel Edwards OAM writes quirky, thought-provoking fiction and 
fact for adults and children, across varied media. Known for ‘There’s 
a Hippopotamus on our Roof Eating Cake’ and ‘Authorpreneurship’, 
Hazel’s 200 books have been translated into 10 languages.

Ages Time Cost Booking Venue

Adults 10.00am–4.00pm $120–$180 Booking 
required*

Anglican 
Church Hall 

* Booking required at: www.tinyurl.com/writingchildren

kelly and rose

“Creativity  
is the fun of  
putting together  
unexpected ideas” 

Hazel Edwards

  
Graphic Design 
Kelly and Rose

Website
Hugh Campbell

Festival Film Maker 
Liam Lynch

Festival Photographer 
Lorena Carrington

Festival Cake Maker
Tal’s Treats

www.kellyandrose.com.au


FOCAL

Antares 

Buda Historic House & Garden

Castlemaine Toy Library

Castlemaine Word Mine

Friends of the
Box-Ironbark Forest

Maldon Inc.

Maldon Neighbourhood Centre

Newstead Community Library

Rural Australians for Refugees
(Castlemaine Branch)

Writers Victoria

Proudly supporting the Castlemaine Children’s Literature Festival.

Home is where 
one starts from.

— T.S. Eliot

t: 5472 1133
cantwellproperty.com.au

275 Barker Street, Castlemaine


